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a Soviet of the Russian pattern, I would have liked to present
to them Chicherine in his faultless evening dress and starched
white waistcoat !

But the Bolsheviks were assiduously courted by both European
interests and those of America with the object of acquiring for
their own states the oil concessions in the Caucasus.

In these negotiations there emerged the personality of Colonel
H. F. Boyle, popularly known as " Klondyke Boyle." I saw
this rugged Canadian every day. He was already a sick man
and still suffering from the effects of his war wounds of eighteen
machine-gun bullets through his skin. But no man enjoyed the
confidence and respect of the Bolsheviks more than did Boyle,
for in Rumania, by the strength of his own personality alone,
he had defeated Soviet aggression. Boyle represented the Anglo-
Dutch oil interests. But British interests in these negotiations
were sharply divided, and while Boyle sought a contract on behalf
of Anglo-Dutch, Sir Henry Greenway and Mr. Urquart were
endeavouring to secure them for the Shell and Standard groups.
Boyle proposed a committee of Lord Cowdray, Greenway, and
himself under the chairmanship of Lord Long, then First Lord
of the Admiralty, to co-operate in the interests of Great Britain ;
but nothing came of it.

The most extraordinary situation was created in Genoa and
throughout Europe generally by the attitude of The Times
towards Mr. Lloyd George. Lord Northcliffe, who had at that
time acquired The Times, threw the whole weight of its immense
influence into a vendetta against the Prime Minister, The
editor of The Times himself had his abode at the headquarters
of the French Delegation.

One day I asked the opinion on this subject of Sir Arthur
Shirley Benn, who represented the Associated Chambers of
Commerce, He said to me, " When Lloyd George was sent as the
British Delegate, it was the duty of the British nation to support
him. I do not agree with the politics of Lloyd George in their
entirety, but here in Genoa I support him. The Times has
wrought a great disservice to our country by its repeated attempts
to discredit the Prime Minister and to tie his hands. This is the
more dangerous in view of the fact that The Times still holds first
place on the Continent, and Lloyd George's position has been
weakened. Every business interest represented, officially and
unofficially, shares this view.**

I seized the opportunity at Genoa to serve the campaign